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Taking the bull by the horns

Local investor
quintuples portfolio

By Ma%Beth Hislop

Special to the Town Crier

here aren'i-too many people who can retire
at age 41 and live the rest of their lives on

$100,000 in Los Altos. But that’s exactly what
Los Altos resident Kirk Lindstrom did nine vears
ago when he left the high-tech world to become the
new Charles Schwab for investor wannabes.

“What he (Schwah) did for the investment com-
panies, I'd like to do for the individual,” Lindstrom
said.

The problem with investment companies is they
make recommendations from a biased position, ac-
cording to Lindstrom.

1 Bonds are a good investment,” Lindstrom said,
“but no one’s going to advise you to invest, because
they can’t charge a fee”

Lindstrom has a formula to change that.

He got his start investing when he was young,
collecting coins and stamps with money he earned
from household chores,

*Those didn't turn out to be good investments,”
he said, “but T learned about compounding ... that
was an eye-opener at 147"

Ome solid investment was his education. Lind-
strom wanted a career in nuclear technology but
wanted to be out in the work force in minimal time.,
Instead, he graduated from UC Berkeley in 1979
with a bachelor's degree in electrical engineering/
computer science, a decision that paid off hand-
somely.

In deciding whether to work for IBM, Hewlett-
Packard or a small “hit and miss” company, Lind-
strom looked at the companies’ revenues for the best
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Kirk Lindstrom enjoys the fruits of his labor
pursuing his favorite hobby, windsurfing. Re-
tired in 1998 at age 41, Lindstrom never misses a
day on the water if there's a wind.

stock potential. He chose Hewlett-Packard, where
he worked in research and development develop-
ing optical communication devices, fiber optics and

See LINDSTROM, Page 62
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recent survey found

that anly 17 percent

of respondents could
name three ULS. Supreme

Court justices, but a whop

ping 67 percent could name %
the Three Stooges — Larry,
love that Moe. He could batter

E

Curly and Moe. You've got to
those guys mercilessly and
somehow get away with it. The
survey found that 28 percent
of respondents think Social

Security will be there for them
in their golden years, and 46
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Fifty companies whose executives live in L in L

Fub Date “Symbol Price “Frir
S207 13707 427
Town Crier 50 1862 18
Masdag Comp 2423 256¢
Dow Jones indust 12474 1313
Abaxis AEAX 19,52 2o
Adobe ADBE 38.92 421
Alllance Fiber AFOP 2.02 1.
Agilent Corp A 34.3 34
Apple Cofs)  AAPL B3.B 0.1
Apld Maks AMAT 18.42 19
BEA Sytm BEAS 12.28 12
Bostan Private BFFH 28.41 28
Callidus Softw CALD 6.29 B.:
Capheid CPHD B.24 11.5
Cisco CeC0 27.73 274
Coherent CoHR 31.19 3
Dicnex DMNEX 57.26 T1d
Ebay inc {sh EBAY 30.17 34
Elact. Arts Ing EATS 51.05 613
E-Trade ETFG 22,91 22,1
Essex Prop B35 128.25 132.4
Extrems Mwk EXTR 4,18 4.
First Repuk  FRC 39.2T7 53
Google Ine,  GOOG 467.59 4754
Greater Bay GBEK 26.62 26
Harmenic HLIT 7.28 8.
Heritage Bk HTEK 26.65 24,1
Hewlet Pk HPCQ 41.62 42
Intel Com.  INTC 20.35 21.4
Intevac VAT 24.94 23.1
Intersil ISIL 24.29 30.:
Irtuit. lne IMTL) 29.49 249,
Iridex Com IR g i
KAMA Softw  KAMA 3.17 3
WA Tan Wl A Aa qg 55 1






